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FAQs

As this call has attracted a great deal of interest, a very high number of applications is expected.
You are therefore advised to carefully assess whether your project aligns with the funding
objective and the other evaluation criteria.

Funding criteria

How are the various evaluation criteria (originality of the idea, quality of the collaboration,
feasibility, the applicant’s scientific track record, and potential for follow-up funding) weighted
during the review process?

The potential for follow-up funding is the aim of this call and has the highest priority.
All other criteria are weighted in such a way that they contribute to this aim.

Projects for which funding from other funding bodies (DFG, etc.) appears likely at this
stage are not covered by this call.

Should the application contain specific details regarding the type and amount of third-party
funding sought?

The level of detail required is not specified. A high number of applications is
anticipated, so it is likely that a pre-selection will have to be made on the basis of the
scientific abstract. Here — and, of course, in the application itself — a convincing and
concise explanation should be provided of how the call’s objective of enabling
successful third-party funding acquisition is to be achieved.

If the requested start-up funding is to be used to prepare an SFB application, must the intended
SFB then be planned to be geographically distributed?

There is no requirement here.
How novel/innovative should the project be? May publications on the subject exist already?

Of course, preliminary work or publications may exist. The decisive factor is the
leverage effect with regard to follow-up funding.

How exactly should “leverage effect for Lower Saxony” be understood?

The aim of the seed grant provided by Boost Research is to enable the funded
projects to secure further third-party funding following the grant period. The objective
is to further develop and strengthen science in Lower Saxony, comprising individual
research areas, institutions and universities.
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How must it be demonstrated that no parallel funding exists?

A legally binding declaration must be submitted with the application stating that third-
party funding for the same purpose has neither been applied for nor granted.

How can quality be demonstrated without being “too closely aligned with the DFG”?

The application should clearly outline the status of any preliminary work. An
explanation of why the application is being submitted under Boost Research rather
than via DFG procedures or similar is welcome.

How detailed does the follow-up project need to be described?

The reviewers’ decision will be based, amongst other things, on a follow-up
perspective that is as concrete and plausible as possible.

Where should the focus of the scientific abstract lie?

The Scientific Abstract should be understood as a summary of the application and the
follow-up prospects. It should be written in such a way that the entire project is
understood.

How soon will feedback be provided following the abstract pre-selection?

Funding decisions (rejections and approvals) will be communicated within nine
months.

Will the call for proposals take place again next year?
Yes, the call for proposals will be offered again in 2027.
What is the strategic role of the internationalisation module?

The internationalisation module is assessed in relation to the main application. The
following criteria are applied:

e International partnership: The application must provide for substantial
collaboration with international partners within the framework of the specific
scientific project proposal.

o Added value: The application must demonstrate how international collaboration
enhances the value of the project and contributes to achieving the project’s
objectives.

e Sustainability: The international cooperation should demonstrate the potential to
develop long-term relationships with the partner institution.

Are smaller projects assessed differently from larger ones?

The financial and time commitment of the projects must be proportionate to their
structure, content and prospects for follow-up. All projects are treated equally.

What is the composition of the evaluation committee?

A 10-member interdisciplinary committee comprising internationally recognised
experts will be formed. These experts are not from Lower Saxony and have evaluation
experience, e.g. from DFG committees.



How important is the applicant’s strategic role?

In the evaluation, the consortium as a whole is assessed alongside its structure,
content and prospects for follow-up.

Is there a specific focus on postdocs?

No, a completed PhD is a minimum requirement for the application.
Are there quotas for the disciplines?

No.
How large should the project be?

Size and structure may vary depending on the discipline and follow-up prospects.
There are no specific guidelines on this.

Institutions involved in the project
Do all project partners have to work at institutions in Lower Saxony?

At least the lead applicant must work at an institution in Lower Saxony. Collaboration
with partners outside Lower Saxony is possible, provided it contributes to the call’s
objective of leveraging additional third-party funding for Lower Saxony as a centre of
research.

What proportion of the project can involve partners outside Lower Saxony?

A maximum of 20% of the funding may be allocated to institutions based outside
Lower Saxony. If an institution outside Lower Saxony is to be involved to a greater
extent, a corresponding contribution from their own funds is encouraged.

For international partners, an additional 10% of the total funding may also be applied
for via the internationalisation module.

Can two institutions based in Lower Saxony and funded by the federal and state governments
act as project partners?

Yes, this is possible, provided they contribute to the aim of the call for proposals,
which is to leverage additional third-party funding for Lower Saxony as a centre of
science.

Can non-academic institutions — e.g. companies — also act as project partners?

Collaborations with non-academic institutions are possible, provided they contribute to
the aim of the call for proposals, which is to leverage additional third-party funding for
Lower Saxony as a centre of science. Only academic collaboration projects will be
funded.

Is a supra-regional institution — such as the Julius Kiihn Institute or the German Aerospace
Centre — considered a Lower Saxony partner if one of its sites in Lower Saxony is involved in
the project?

The site in Lower Saxony is considered a Lower Saxony institution.



Are non-university research institutions eligible for full funding?

Funding is provided on a cost-based basis. Expenditure allocated to external partners
must be included under operating costs in the financing plan and may be eligible for
funding.

Can partners from outside the EU be selected? Are certain countries excluded?
International partners are not limited to the EU. Only Russia is excluded.

Who must have attended this information session?
A member of the project consortium must attend one of the information sessions.

Does applying for this programme exclude me from applying to the “Lower Saxony Al Research
Group™?

The same project must not be submitted to both calls for proposals.
Is cooperation between a university and an affiliated institute possible?

Cooperation between a university and an affiliated institute is possible, provided that a
further (structurally separate) institution is involved.

Can elements of innovation be funded alongside research?
Yes.
Is collaboration with universities of applied sciences (UAS) possible?
Yes, this is possible.
Must the participating research institutions be equally involved, or can one dominate?

The governance within the consortium must correspond to the intended future
prospects. Equal representation is not mandatory, but recommended.

Is it possible to bring in additional externally funded staff?
Yes, this is possible.
What is the maximum number of partners allowed?

At least two institutions. There is no fixed maximum number of partners, but it should
be appropriate and plausible for the project.

Funding

Does the funding amount (max. EUR 800,000) apply to the project or to the individual project
partners?

The maximum grant amount of EUR 800,000 applies to the project.
Can funding be applied for to cover temporary professorial positions?

Yes, this is possible with confirmation from the university.



Can the maximum grant amount be utilised even for a shorter duration?

In principle, the grant amount is not dependent on the duration, but should be
plausibly justified and conducive to follow-up prospects.

Can full-time positions be awarded?
Yes, there are no specific requirements regarding this.
Is a DFG research grant considered a suitable follow-up project?

Formally, this is not ruled out. However, in what is expected to be a highly competitive
process, the review panel will select the most promising applications (level of ambition
in relation to relevance and chances of success).

How does the application process work for fixed-term postdocs with regard to follow-up
projects?

A dedicated position can be secured through the call for applications. To retain
scientific expertise in Lower Saxony, follow-up funding should be applied for before
the Boost funding expires.

Does availability for follow-up projects need to be demonstrated?
No, this is assumed.
Is research with zoos/aquariums possible?

In principle, yes; provided the institution is not explicitly a research institution, the
restrictions on the transfer of funding to non-scientific partners apply up to a maximum
of 20%.

Pls and subject area
May postdoctoral researchers act as Pls?
Yes.
May the project partners have already collaborated on previous projects?
Yes.
Are there any subject-specific or content-related restrictions?
No, the call for proposals is open to all topics and disciplines.
Can a PI be involved in multiple applications?
Pls are advised to focus on the projects they really wish to pursue.
Must the proposed research project be based in Lower Saxony (i.e. the study site(s))?
No.
Must the proposed research project have a thematic connection to Lower Saxony?

No.



Are letters of endorsement from the university management required?
No, but notification of the university management is required.

Do the Pls need to be employed at an institution in Lower Saxony already? Or is it sufficient if
they move to an institution in Lower Saxony should the application be successful?

It is sufficient for the partners to transfer to a research institution in Lower Saxony if
the grant is awarded. This must be confirmed in a letter of support from the university.

How important is the balance between methodology and application?

There are no specific requirements regarding this balance. The research project
should be plausible.

Financial plan / Use of funds
Can technical staff be paid from the project in addition to postdoctoral researchers?
Yes.
Can research assistants be employed during the doctoral phase?
Yes, provided the doctoral project is funded independently of the Boost grant.
Are there restrictions regarding eligible salary grades?
No, but the pay scales must be plausibly justified.

Which institution must submit the “declarations (input tax deduction, etc.)” with the application?
Only the lead institution, or all cooperation partners?

The declaration must be submitted only by the lead institution. When submitting the
application, several expenditure plans may need to be specified: one for the institution
eligible for input tax deduction and one for the institution not eligible. When settling
accounts, the lead institution must also ensure that — unless the partner institution is
also eligible for input tax deduction — this is taken into account accordingly.

How is the transfer of funds from the lead institution to the other partners envisaged?

The funds are paid to the lead institution, which then transfers them to the project
partners via transfer agreements concluded in advance. Funding is provided on an
expenditure basis.

Is the funding tied to the individual or to the applicant institution? In other words: Can the
funding be transferred if the institution changes?

The aim of the call for proposals is to leverage additional third-party funding for Lower
Saxony as a centre of science. A change of institution must not stand in the way of
this objective.

Can the internationalisation module be used to organise an international conference in Lower
Saxony?

Yes.



Is overhead funding available?

The Administrative Infrastructure and Expenditure Allowance (VIAP) can be used to
fund overheads. This accounts for 10% of your project’s grant amount. These funds
for institutions in Lower Saxony do not need to be actively applied for and are
automatically calculated by the Ministry.

Does the animal experimentation application need to have been submitted at the time of project
submission?

An animal experimentation application does not need to be submitted at the time of
application.

Is it possible to apply to other programmes in parallel?

No, the project may not be applied for in parallel under other programmes. If an
application to other programmes is possible, this conflicts with the objective of this call
for proposals.

Can follow-up funding also come from abroad?

Yes, provided it is (also) invested in research inLower Saxony.



